642	GEORGE V	[1910-1936
entrusted with the twofold task of making the peace and
organising the nation's return to civil life. The watchwords of
the Coalition were (a) to " Hang the Kaiser/' and call other
ex-enemies to account for unlawful methods of warfare ; (b) to
" Make Germany pay " as much as possible of the cost of the
war ; and (c) to turn Britain into " A Land fit for Heroes " to
live in. The nation endorsed this programme by sending to
Parliament an enormous Coalition majority. The Labour
party had now withdrawn its former support of the Govern-
ment, and a considerable number of Liberals also stood as
Opposition candidates under the leadership of Mr. Asquith;
but in the new House of Commons these two wings of the
Opposition could only muster 63 and 27 members respectively.
The Liberal party was permanently crippled by the split, and
the Labour party became the official " Opposition."
It must be admitted that the Coalition Government was not
very successful in carrying out its pledges. The Government of
Holland refused to give up the Kaiser, and the Allies made no
attempt to compel it to do so. The efforts to extract the cost
of the war from Germany ended in almost complete failure, as
we shall see (§ 344). Nor was it easy to detect any marked
improvement in social conditions in Britain. On the contrary,
much confusion and ill-feeling arose over " demobilisation "—
the return of the millions of temporary soldiers to civil life.
There was an acute shortage of houses, and the Government's
attempt to make it up fell ludicrously short of what was required.
The cost of living had doubled during the war, and continued
to rise even after the return of peace. A disastrous " slump "
in business soon set in, which made it very difficult for the
returning ex-servicemen to find employment. The Government
found itself unable to provide the cost of a scheme to improve
the education of the masses.
Thus there was a widespread feeling of disappointment and
discontent which found expression in embittered labour dis-
putes. The Trade Unions had gained greatly in strength
during the war, when the demand for labour enabled them to

